CONSULTATIVE DOCUMENT 



THE DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES (NOTIFICATION AND MARKING OF SITES) REGULATIONS 198- 
INTRODUCTION 

1 This document sets out the proposals of the Health and Safety Commission 
for regulations, supported by guidance notes, requiring the notification to 
the Health and Safety Executive of sites containing certain quantities of 
dangerous substances and the display of warning signs at such sites. 

2 In preparing the proposals the Commission has been advised by its 
Advisory Committee on Dangerous Substances, the membership of which includes 
representatives of the Confederation of British Industry, the Trades Union 
Congress and Local Authorities together with experts on dangerous substances. 

3 The views of interested parties are sought on the draft regulations and 
guidance notes contained in this consultative document. Views on the 
questions raised in paragraphs 27-37 of the document would also be welcomed. 

4 After consideration of all comments received, the Commission intends to 
submit revised proposals to the Secretary of State with a view to the making 
of regulations, and to publish supporting guidance notes. 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

5 Dangerous substances stored, handled or used at work create risks to the 
health and safety of persons at the workplace or in the vicinity. Persons 

1 
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called to deal with fires or other incidents involving such dangerous 



substances are particularly exposed to such risks. For this reason, it is 
important that authorities responsible for obtaining information for fire- 
fighting purposes are made aware of the locations of sites where dangerous 
substances are present and that adequate warnings of the presence of dangerous 
substances are given to members of the emergency services when they attend 
incidents at such sites. It is also important that authorities responsible 
for enforcing the relevant statutory provisions of the Health and Safety at 
Work etc Act 1974 (HSW Act) are made aware of these sites so that they can 
direct their activities accordingly. 

6 To some extent, these principles already underlie, for example, the 
introduction of requirements for the notification of major hazard sites in the 
Notification of Installations Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982; 
for the provision of information and emergency arrangements in the Control of 
Industrial Major Accident Hazards Regulations 1984; and, in relation to the 
provision of adequate warnings, for labelling packages in the Classification, 
Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984 and for 
marking transport in the Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by Road in Road 
Tankers and Tank Containers) Regulations 1981, the Dangerous Substances in 
Harbour Areas Regulations 198- and the Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by 
Road in Packages etc) Regulations 198-. The proposals in this document are 
intended to complement those requirements by extending notification 
requirements, in a simpler form, to sites where the total quantity of 
dangerous substances present is 25 tonnes or more and by introducing marking 
requirements in relation to sites containing those quantities of dangerous 
substances . 
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BACKGROUND 



7 Some years ago a number of local authorities saw a need to introduce a 
system for marking places containing dangerous substances with information 
useful to firemen on their arrival at the scene of a fire or other incident. 

A power to prescribe a marking system for this purpose was taken by some local 
authorities in their local Acts. The Commission recognised that a national 
marking system would be more appropriate than a proliferation of local systems 
and agreed to develop proposals for regulations under the HSW Act. As a 
result, only one local authority (the GLC) introduced a system under a local 
Act power. 

8 In order to assist the development of proposals, the Central Fire 
Brigades Advisory Council's Joint Committee on Fire Brigade Operations (JCFBO) 
carried out a study to test the practicability of the use of the HLazchem 
coding scheme in static situations for warning firemen about the presence of 
dangerous substances. Hazchem codes were originally developed for use on 
warning panels to be affixed to road vehicles carrying dangerous substances in 
bulk and have been given legislative status as emergency action codes in the 
Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by Road in Road Tankers and Tank Containers) 
Regulations 1981. 

9 The JCFBO study was limited to the application by four fire authorities 
of a restricted range of emergency action codes to a selection of sites. 
Although there were differences of opinion among the participating authorities 
about the use of the codes, the JCFBO concluded from the study that a marking 
system incorporating a code, selected from the full range of emergency action 
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codes by the local fire authority in consultation with the owner/occupier of 
premises, would best meet the needs of firemen. It also concluded that 
notification to the local fire authority by the owner/occupier of premises 
containing dangerous substances should be required. 

10 The need for information about sites containing dangerous substances to 
be available to enforcing authorities under the HSW Act and others has been 
recognised for some years. This need was greatest in relation to sites 
containing major hazard quantities of dangerous substances and for this reason 
priority was given to the development of the Notification of Installations 
Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982. The conclusions of the JCFBO 
and the evidence of a number of incidents involving dangerous substances in 
recent years highlighted the need to apply notification requirements to sites 
containing dangerous substances not covered by the 1982 Regulations. 

11 The Commission therefore decided in 1984 that a simple scheme for the 
notification and marking of sites containing dangerous substances, which would 
apply consistently over the whole country, should be proposed. They also 
decided that the scheme should be pitched at a level of inventory and designed 
to operate in a way which would not, on the one hand, put unnecessary burdens 
on employers, enforcing authorities and fire authorities and, on the other 
hand, omit some sites with serious hazards about which the relevant 
authorities might need to know. The proposed 25 tonnes level of inventory of 
dangerous substances at which the requirements would take effect and the 
proposed marking system have been chosen to meet these criteria. 

12 The Commission intends to review the operation of regulations which may 
be made following this consultation. 
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THE REQUIREMENTS 



13 The Regulations will apply to all sites in Great Britain where a total 
quantity of 25 tonnes or more of dangerous substances is* or is liable to be, 
present, Tne definition of site follows that in the Notification of Installa- 
tions Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982, The definition of 
dangerous substances is consistent with the Classification, Packaging and 
Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984, which form the basis for 
identifying dangerous substances, and utilises information available in the 
Commission’s approved list entitled " Information Approved for the 
Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances” which 
supports those Regulations, 

Notification and Renotification 

14 The duties to notify the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) of a site 
subject to the Regulations will fall on the person undertaking the activity at 
the site. The intention of placing duties in this way is to ensure 
consistency with the notification regime established in the Notification of 
Installations Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982. Notifications 
are required on a once-only basis unless subsequently there are significant 
changes in the particulars notified. 

15 The list of exceptions from the notification requirement included in 
Schedule 3 of the draft Regulations is intended to avoid the notification of 
sites already known to enforcing authorities and fire authorities through 
other statutory notification schemes as being sites where dangerous substances 
are, or are liable to be, present. 
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Marking 



16 The duty to place warning signs at sites where a total quantity of 25 
tonnes or more of dangerous substances is or is liable to present will also 
fall on the person undertaking the activity at the site. 

17 The intention of the marking requirement as presently drafted is to 
ensure the placing of signs to warn firemen arriving at a site of the presence 
or possible presence of the dangerous substances. The signs required are 
consistent with the warning signs governed by the Safety Signs Regulations 
1980 and Part 1 of BS 5378 (i.e. a triangular sign, edged in black with a 
yellow background, containing a symbol and incorporating or supplemented by a 
text). The symbols and texts to be shown are intended to be consistent with 
tne characteristic properties of the dangerous substances present, except in 
cases of mixtures of substances with different characteristic properties when 
more general symbols and texts should be shown. The relevant characteristic 
pioperti.es of dangerous substances and symbols and texts appropriate to them 
set out in Schedule 1 of the Regulations are aligned with those used in 
relation to the conveyance requirements of the Classification, Packaging and 
Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984 and in the Dangerous 
Substances (Conveyance by Road in Road Tankers and Tank Containers) 

Regulations 1981. 

18 It should be noted that exceptions from the marking requirements and 
exceptions from the notification requirements are independent. Exceptions 
from the marking requirements are related to two classes of substances only. 

It therefore follows that sites excepted from the notification requirements 
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may be subject to the marking requirements for all dangerous substances except 
these two classes. The two exceptions take into account health and safety 
legislation governing marking for the presence of radioactive substances and 
proposals for marking the presence of Class 1 explosives to be developed as 
part of the progressive review of the Explosives Act 1875. 

Repeal of existing local Act powers 

19 Local Act powers to prescribe systems for marking premises are proposed 
for repeal using the powers made available in those Acts for repeals to be 
effected under the HSW Act. It is intended that powers to prescribe such 
systems in any local Acts passed between the preparation of this document and 
the submission of draft Regulations to the Secretary of State should also be 
repealed. This is consistent with the Commission's view that a single 
consistent marking scheme, applicable on a national basis, is more appropriate 
to the provision of on-site warnings to firemen than a number of different 
schemes developed locally. 

20 A power to effect repeal under the HSW Act is not available in relation 
to section 3 of the Greater London Council (General Powers) Act 1975, which 
has been used for some years to operate the comprehensive marking scheme 
referred to in paragraph 7. The future of this scheme, in the light of the 
proposed introduction of a different scheme which is intended to be of 
national application, is discussed in paragraphs 36-37 below. 



ENFORCEMENT ARRANGEMENTS 

21 It is intended that the requirements of the Regulations will be enforced 
by the relevant enforcing authority for particular sites allocated in 

7' 
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accordance with the Health and Safety (Enforcing Authority) Regulations 1977 
as varied by regulation 7 of the Notification of Installations Handling 
Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982 and regulation 14 of the Control of 
Industrial Major Accident Hazards Regulations 1984. Wnilst it is recognised 
that fire authorities will have a close interest in compliance with the 
requirements, it Is considered that enforcement should rest with the 
authorities responsible for enforcing the rest of the relevant statutory 
provisions of the HStf Act at the sites. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

22 It is also intended that the HSE will pass on details of notified sites 
to local fire authorities and, where appropriate, to other authorities 
responsible for enforcing the HSW Act at such sites. These arrangements are 
consistent with existing arrangements for the receipt and transfer of 
notifications under, for example, the Notification of Installations Handling 
Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982. To adopt different arrangements (such 
as a requirement for notification to the enforcing authority and arrangements 
for individual enforcing authorities to pass on notifications to local fire 
authorities, or a requirement for notifiers to copy their notifications to 
local fire authorities) would be unnecessarily confusing for the HSE, other 
enforcing authorities, fire authorities and some notifiers. 



COSTS AND BENEFITS 

23 It is estimated that a maximum of 34,000 sites will be subject to the 
Regulations. This figure is derived from a random sampling exercise carried 
out in one HSE Area with the assistance of one of the local authorities 
responsible for enforcing the HSVJ Act at certain premises in that Area. 

8 
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It makes no allowance for sites covered by the exception provisions referred 
to in paragraph 15. As far as the notification requirements are concerned, it 
is envisaged that potential notifiers will already be aware of the 
classifications and approximate quantities of dangerous substances present or 
liable to be present through compliance with their general duties under the 
HSW Act and their management needs. It is therefore anticipated that the 
costs of the requirements will be limited to the completion and forwarding of 
notifications to the HSE, with little preparatory work being required. On 
this basis, the cost to industry will be approximately £150k, which will be 
incurred during the first three months of operation of the Regulations. 

Beyond this, notifications for a small number of new sites and significant 
changes to existing sites will arise each year but these are not expected to 
be significant nationally. Costs will be spread across a wide range of 
industrial and commercial sites, including sites used for manufacturing 
substances or preparations, process operations, and storage, warehousing and 
re-distribution activities. 

24 The cost implications of the marking requirements are dependent on the 
number of points of access at a site and on the type of sign used (ie rigid 
aluminium, rigid plastic or PVC (self-adhesive)). These factors are likely to 
vary widely from site to site and it is therefore difficult to estimate the 
overall costs which will arise. Nevertheless, it is possible to suggest that 
at a rate of, say, two rigid aluminium signs per site on average, the overall 
costs of signs will be £476k-£680k. In considering these costs it should be 
borne in mind that in many cases the need to replace signs will be limited. 

25 The Regulations will have cost implications for the HSE, local 
authorities responsible for enforcing the HSW Act at certain sites and fire 
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authorities* These relate primarily to handling the notifications. The main 
impact will fall on HSE's Area Offices (which could receive around 1600 
notifications each on average, for onward transmission to local fire 
authorities and, in appropriate cases, to other local authorities) to the 
extent of approximately £25k. It is anticipated that the H.SE and fire and 
other local authorities will use the notifications for establishing their 
inspection priorities and that new inspectorial demands will not be created. 
The marking requirements, which are designed to be operated by persons at 
sites without assistance, is not expected to have resource implications for 
the HSE , fire and other local authorities. It is to be noted, however, that 
the adoption of one of the other options for marking discussed in paragraphs 
30-35 could create significant costs for these authorities. 

26 As to benefits, the objectives of the notification requirements are to 
bring to the attention of the relevant authorities sites where dangerous 
substances are, or are liable to be, present, thereby enabling them to direct 
their activities of inspection, provision of advice and gathering precise 
information for emergency purposes in the light of that knowledge. The 
objectives of the marking requirements are to provide early warning to firemen 
arriving at an incident that they may be faced with the additional hazards of 
dangerous substances, thus alerting them to the need to proceed particularly 
carefully, to utilise any information retrieval systems operating in their 
service and to consider calling for specialist advice. Tne benefits sought 
cannot be quantified in monetary terms but may be summarised as 

(a) a reduction in the risk of incidents occurring and in the magnitude 
of incidents should they occur, arising from better identification 
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of sites in need of guidance about controlling the risks associated 
with dangerous substances; 

(b) a reduction in the risk of injury to firemen and other persons, 

arising in part from the effects of (a) above and in part from the 
availability of specific information and on-site warnings about 
dangerous substances at sites. 

MATTERS TO WrilCH ATTENTION IS SPECIFICALLY DRAWN 

27 During the preparation of these proposals various questions have been 
raised about a number of significant aspects. These questions are discussed 
below. The Commission would particularly welcome comments on them to assist 
it in preparing the revised proposals referred to in paragraph 4. 

Scope 



28 The scope of the draft Regulations extends to the full range of 
classifications of dangerous substances set out in Schedule 2, Part I, of the 
Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 
1984. It has been suggested that this scope is too wide; that it will 
encompass more situations than necessary; and that lower risk classifications 
should not be covered. 

29 To reduce the scope in the way suggested would mean that some sites 
containing 25 tonnes or more of substances classified as dangerous would not 
be notified and would not display warnings for the benefit of firemen when 
they attend incidents at such sites. In part, this would be out of step with 
the reasons for the application of the labelling and marking requirements to 

11 
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the full range of classifications of dangerous substances in the Glassifi- 
cation, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984 and 
the Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by Road in Road Tankers and Tank 
Containers) Regulations 1981. It would also mean that the objectives of the 
Regulations set out in paragraph 5 above could not be met in full. Neverthe- 
less, it is for consideration whether the information and warnings provided 
for fire services should cover the full range of classifications. 

Options for marking 

30 The proposed marking system, when taken in conjunction with the 
notification systems referred to in paragraphs 14 and 15 ? is thought to be an 
effective yet simple way of meeting the needs of firemen called to attend 
fires or other incidents at workplaces. It reflects warnings which are 
readily recognisable and which are seen in other contexts; it provides basic 
information for firemen which, with information gained as a result of 
notifications, should assist them in dealing with incidents; and it is capable 
of immediate application by persons in control of sites without the need to 
make use of the resources of enforcing or fire authorities. 

31 However, some alternative suggestions for the placing of signs at sites 
subject to the marking requirements have been put forward. These may be 
summarised as follows 

(a) signs should be placed only at entrances normally used by the 
emergency services, rather than at all normal points of access; 
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(b) the placing of signs at all normal points of access should be 
extended to walls of buildings facing streets; 

(c) the placing of signs at any site should be subject to consultation 
with the local fire authority; 

(d) either in addition to or instead of the current proposals* signs 
should be placed at any separate building, structure or open storage 
area containing dangerous substances at a site. 

32 We believe that all these alternatives suffer from some disadvantages. 
Option (a) seems to be impractical, being too restrictive and possibly prone 
to error. In the case of option (b), it would be difficult to formulate a 
clear requirement, ie some consistent means of identifying the buildings to be 
marked. Option (c) would have significant cost implications for fire 
authorities, might involve a long delay before a sign system would be fully 
operational at all relevant sites and could result in the development of 
variations in standards from area to area. Option (d) would have some 
advantages, particularly at large sites where dangerous substances are kept in 
widely dispersed locations remote from site access points. But it would need 
to be subject to a threshold level of inventory of dangerous substances 
related to individual locations in order to be workable, and would involve 
additional costs for those with the responsibility for erecting signs. 

33 In addition, representations about the information to be displayed on 
signs have been made. These may be divided into two categories. First, two 
suggestions offered in the interests of security, ie to avoid giving 
unnecessary information which might be exploited by vandals or terrorists 
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(a) a blank triangular sign should be placed at access points, with full 
signs, as proposed in the regulations, at individual locations of 
dangerous substances within sites; 

(b) the signs proposed in the draft Regulations should contain 
pictograms only, rather than pictograms and supplementary texts. 

Secondly, three options involving the use of emergency action codes, either in 
substitution for or in addition to the information to be provided with the 
proposed signs, have been put forward. Each option is linked to the location 
marking suggested in paragraphs 31(c) and 31(d):- 

emergency action codes derived from the full range of codes which 
have been allocated to individual substances and incorporated into 
the Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by Road in Road Tankers and 
Tank Containers) Regulations 1981 and the associated approved list 
entitled Approved Substance Identification Numbers, Emergency 
Action Codes and Classifications for Dangerous Substances Conveyed 
in Road Tankers and Tank Containers" should be displayed; 

(d) a system using modified emergency action codes in a way similar to 
that adopted for the JCFBO study referred to in paragraph 9 should 
be incorporated (i.e. using one of 2 WE, 3 WE or 4 WE for all 
dangerous substances); 
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(e) a system which allocated new codes for substances in static 

situations on the lines of the system adopted by the Greater London 
Council under its local Act powers should be devised. This system 
would involve in depth consideration by fire or other authorities of 
codings appropriate to particular places and subsequent notification 
to the occupier of premises of the type of signs which should be 
displayed . 

34 If it is accepted that the display of the proposed warning signs is 
likely to create a greater security risk than that already present at a site, 
it might be argued that the solution to the problem lies in securing the site 
rather than adopting option (a) or option ( b) . As to options (c)-(e) , it has 
been widely suggested that : - 

(i) each of the options, to a greater or lesser degree, calls for 

the involvement of fire or other authorities to establish codes 
and may result in resource commitments which those authorities 
would have difficulty in meeting; 

(ii) as options (c) and (d) are based on codes devised to cover the 
conveyance of dangerous substances carried in bulk and to cater 
for the worst situation which could arise on the road, they are 
not wholly appropriate to dangerous substances in static 
situations ; 
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(iii) option (e), whilst being relevant to static situations, could 
not be justified for national application because of its 
complexities and potential to cause confusion with the 
nationally applicable coding system for the conveyance of 
dangerous substances by road. 

35 These options and combinations of options for siting signs and for the 
information to be given on the signs are for consideration, bearing in mind 
the major objective of a simple system capable of national application on a 
consistent basis without putting unnecessary burdens on employers, enforcing 
authorities and fire authorities. Comments on these issues would be 
particularly welcomed. 

The GLC marking scheme 



35 One of the Commission's objectives in presenting these proposals is to 
ensure the provision of on-site warnings to firemen which are instantly 
le from site to site throughout the country. The continued 
existence of the GLC scheme beyond the introduction of regulations resulting 
from these proposals would conflict with this. A number of suggestions for 
resolving this conflict have been made t — 

(a) exclude the Greater London area from the application of the 
regulations ; 

(b) seek any amendment to the GLC scheme which might be necessary to 
ensure that no signs other than those required by the regulations 
wxll be displayed at points of access to sites; 
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(c) seek withdrawal of the GLC scheme in favour of the Regulations. 



37 Clearly option (a) could be effected by means of a suitable addition to 
the Regulations. But option (b) or option (c) could not be achieved by 
legislation under the RSW Act (see paragraph 20) and would require further 
consideration in consultation with the authority responsible for operating 
Section 3 of the Greater London Council (General Powers) Act 1975. Comments 
on the question of reconciling the GLC scheme with the proposed national 
scheme are particularly invited. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 



DRAFT DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES (NOTIFICATION AND MARKING OF SITES) 

REGULATIONS 198 



Draft proposals for Regulations to be made under sections 15(1), (2), (4), 
(5)(Jb), 80(1), (4) and 82(3)(_a) of, and paragraphs 1(1) and 15(1) of Schedule 
3 to, the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974^ and the provisions of the 
Acts mentioned In the first column of Schedule 4 to these Regulations which 
are specified opposite thereto in column 4 of that Schedule. 

ARRANGEMENT OF THE REGULATIONS 



1 . Citation and commencement 

2. Interpretation 

3. Application of these Regulations to aerosol dispensers 

4. Notification 

5 . Marking 

6. Exemption Certificates 

7. Transitional provisions 

8. Repeals 



Schedule 1 

Schedule 2 
Schedule 3 
Schedule 4 



Table of characteristic properties, classifications and hazard 
warnings . 

Particulars to be included in a notification. 

Sites in relation to which notification is not required. 
Repeals and enabling powers. 



(s) 1974 c.37 ; sections 15 and 80(4) were amended by the Employment 

Protection Act 1975 (c.71). Schedule 15, paragraphs 6 and 19 
respectively. 
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Citation and commencement 



1« These Regulations may be cited as the Dangerous Substances (Notification 
and Marking of Sites) Regulations 198- and shall come into operation on 

198. 



Interpretation 

2.- (1) In these Regulations unless the context otherwise requires - 

approved list' 1 means the list published by the Health and Safety Commission 
on 25 July 1984 entitled "Information Approved for the Classification, 
Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances" as revised or re-issued from 
time to time ; 

"classification" in relation to a dangerous substance means - 

00 the case of a substance listed in column 1 of Part 1A of the 

approved list for which there is a corresponding entry in column 6 
of that Part, the classification specified in the said column 6; 

(JO in any other case, the classification specified in column 2 of 

Schedule 1 corresponding to the most hazardous of the characteristic 
properties of that substance specified opposite thereto in column 1 
of that Schedule; 

"dangerous substance" means any substance (including a substance which is a 
preparation or other mixture) which - 

(a) is listed in column 1 of Part 1A of the approved list and for 
which there is a corresponding entry in column 6 of that Part; 
or 

00 by reason of its characteristic properties (being properties 
specified in column 1 of Schedule 1) creates a risk to the 
health or safety of any person when it is present at the site; 
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the Executive" means the Health and Safety Executive; 



"Part 1 of BS 5378“ means Standard number BS 5378: Part 1 1980 entitled 
"Safety Signs and Colours Part 1. Specification for colour and design" issued 
by the British Standards Institution, as published on 31 July 1980^ a ^; 

"site” means - 

(a) the whole of an area of land under the control of a person and 
includes a pier, jetty or similar structure whether floating or 
not; or 

(b) a structure, whether floating or not, which is within the 
inland waters of Great Britain and which is under the control 
of a person. 

(2) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, any 
reference to - 

(a) a numbered Regulation or Schedule is a reference to the 

Regulation in, or Schedule to, these Regulations so numbered; 
and 

(a) a numbered paragraph is a reference to the paragraph so 

numbered in the Regulation or Schedule in which that reference 
appears. 

Application of these Regulations to aerosol dispensers 

3. These Regulations shall not apply to or in relation to aerosol dispensers 
unless they are labelled in accordance with the Classification, Packaging and 
Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984^ b ) , or would be required to 
be so labelled if they were being supplied or conveyed by road. 



(a) Obtainable from the British Standards Institution, 101 Pentonville Road, 
London N1 9ND 

(b) S.I. 1984/1244. 
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Notification 



4. ™ (1) A person shall not undertake any activity in which there is or is 
liable to be at any one time a total quantity of 25 tonnes or more of 
dangerous substances at^any site unless there has been notified in writing to 
the Executive the particulars specified in Schedule 2; but this paragraph 
shall not apply in relation to the sites specified in Schedule 3. 

(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1), in determining the total quantity 
of dangerous substances at a site account shall be taken of any quantity of 
such substances which are in any vehicle, vessel, aircraft or hovercraft under 
the control of the person having control of the site which is used for storage 
purposes at the site; but no account shall be taken of any dangerous 
substances which are in a vehicle, vessel, aircraft or hovercraft used for 
transporting them. 

(3) Where a notification has been made in accordance with paragraph (1) 
and there is a significant change in any of the particulars specified in that 
notification or any subsequent notification made under this paragraph 
(including the cessation of the presence of dangerous substances other than a 
temporary cessation), the person undertaking the activity (or, in the case of 
a cessation, the person who was undertaking the activity immediately prior to 
the cessation) shall forthwith notify the Executive of that change; but this 
paragraph shall not apply in relation to the sites specified in Schedule 3. 

Marking 

5. - (1) Subject to paragraph (4), a person shall not undertake any activity 
in which there is or is liable to be at any one time a total quantity of 25 
tonnes or more of dangerous substances at any site unless safety signs have 
been placed in accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) The safety signs referred to in paragraph (1) shall - 

(a) be so placed at every normal point of access to the site as to 
give adequate warning to any emergency services arriving at the 
site that dangerous substances are, or are liable to be, 
present , 
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(jb) be warning signs as defined by paragraph 3.6 of Part 1 of BS 

5378 or be warning signs as so defined used in conjunction with 
supplementary signs as defined by paragraph 3.9 of that Part, 
and all such signs shall comply with that Part with respect to 
colours and layout, and 

(c) be durably and indelibly marked with a hazard warning in 
accordance with paragraph (3). 

(3) The hazard warning referred to in paragraph ( 2 ) (c_) shall be - 

(a) in the case where there is one dangerous substance or there are 
two or more dangerous substances with the same classification 
at the site, that specified in column 3 of Schedule 1 
appropriate to the classification of such substance or 
substances specified in the corresponding entry in column 2 of 
that Schedule, or 

(b) in the case where there are two or more dangerous substances 
with different classifications at the site, that specified in 
the said column 3 opposite the entry for "mixed hazards” in the 
said column 2; 

and shall consist of both the symbol and the text so specified, except that 
where a warning sign is used in conjunction with a supplementary sign, the 
warning sign shall show only the symbol and the supplementary sign shall show 
only the text. 

(4) This Regulation shall not apply in relation to - 

(a) substances assigned to Class 1 (within the meaning of the 
Classification and Labelling of Explosives Regulations 1983 
for the purposes of those Regulations; 

(b) radioactive substances within the meaning of the Ionising 
Radiations Regulations 198-(b)„ 

(a) S.I. 1983/1140. (b) S.I. - 
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Exemption Certificates 



6.- (1) Subject to paragraph (2), the Executive may, by certificate in 

writing, exempt any person or class of persons, activity or class of 
activities to which these Regulations apply from any requirement or 
prohibition imposed by these Regulations and any such exemption may be granted 
subject to conditions and to a limit of time and may be revoked by a 
certificate in writing at any time. 

(2) The Executive shall not grant any such exemption unless, having 
regard to the circumstances of the case, and in particular to - 

(a) the conditions, if any, which it proposes to attach to the 
exemption , and 

(b) any other requirements imposed by or under any enactment which 
apply to the case; 

it is satisfied that the health and safety of persons who are likely to be 
affected by the exemption will not be prejudiced because of it. 

Transitional provision 

7. In the case of an activity in existence on the coming into operation of 
these Regulations or commenced before [date 3 months after the coming into 
operation of the Regulations] it shall be sufficient compliance with 
Regulations 4 and 5 if the appropriate steps referred to in those respective 
Regulations are taken by [same date as specified above]. 

Repeals 



8. The provisions of the Acts mentioned in column 1 of Schedule 4 which are 
specified in column 3 of that Schedule are hereby repealed. 
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SCHEDULE 1 



Regulations 2(1) and 5(3) 



TABLE OF CHARACTERISTIC PROPERTIES, CLASSIFICATIONS AND HAZARD WARNINGS 



1 2 3 

Characteristic properties Classification Hazard warning 

of the substance [Note: both the 

symbol and text 
shown in this 
column must be 
displayed. This 
can be done by 
displaying either 
the symbol and text 
on a triangular 
warning sign or the 
symbol on a 
triangular warning 
sign and the text 
on a supplementary 
sign. ] 



A substance which: 

(a) has a critical temperature 
below 50 °C or which at 50° C 
has a vapour pressure of more 
than 3 bar absolute; and 

(b) is present at a site at a 
pressure of more than 500 mbar 
above atmospheric pressure 

or in liquefied form; 

other than a toxic gas or a 
flammable gas 



Non-flammable 
compressed gas 




Compressed 

gas 



A substance which has a 

critical temperature below Toxic gas 

50 °C or which at 50° C has a 
vapour pressure of more than 
3 bar absolute and is toxic. 




Toxic gas 



A substance which has a Flammable gas 

critical temperature below 
50 °C or which at 50° C has a 
vapour pressure of more than 
3 bar absolute and is flammable. 



Flammable 

gas 
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1 

Characteristic properties 
of the substance 



2 

Classification 



3 

Hazard warning 



A liquid with a flash point 
of 55°C or below except a 
liquid which - 

(a) has a flash point equal 
to or more than 21 °C and 
less than or equal to 
55°C; and 

(b) when tested at 55°C in the 
manner described in Schedule 
2 to the Highly Flammable 
Liquids and Liquefied 
Petroleum Gases Regulations 
1972(a) does not support 
combustion . 

(See Notes.) 



Flammable liquid 



4 ^ 

Flammable 

liquid 



A solid which is readily Flammable solid 

combustible under conditions 

encountered at any site or 

which may cause or contribute 

to fire through friction. 



4 / 

BHHBM* 

Flammable 

solid 



A substance which is liable 
to spontaneous heating under 
conditions encountered at 
any site or to heating in 
contact with air being then 
liable to catch fire 



Spontaneously 

combustible 

substance 



A 

Spontaneously 

combustible 



(a) S.I. 1972/917. 
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1 

Characteristic properties 
of the substance 



2 

Classification 



3 

Hazard warning 



A substance which in contact 
with water is liable to become 
spontaneously combustible or 
to give off a flammable gas. 



Substance which in 
contact with water 
emits flammable gas 



Dangerous 
when wet 



A substance, other than an Oxidizing 

organic peroxide, which, substance 

although not itself necessarily 

combustible, may by yielding 

oxygen or by a similar process 

cause or contribute to the 

combustion of other material. 



Oxidizing 

agent 




A substance which is - 

(a) an organic peroxide; and 

(b) an unstable substance which 
may undergo exothermic self- 
accelerating decomposition. 



Organic 

peroxide 

6 

Organic 

peroxide 



A substance known to be 
so toxic to man as to afford 
a hazard to health at a site 
or which, in the absence of 
adequate data on human 
toxicity, is presumed to be 
toxic to man. 



Toxic 

substance 




Toxic 
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1 

Characteristic properties 
of the substance 


2 

Classification 


3 

Hazard warning 


A substance which by chemical 
action will - 


Corrosive 

substance 




(a) cause severe damage when 
in contact with living 
tissue; or 






(b) materially damage 

goods or equipment if 
leakage occurs. 






Corrosive 


A substance known to be toxic 
to man or, in the absence of 
adequate data on human toxicity, 
is presumed to be toxic to man 
but which is unlikely to afford 
a serious acute hazard to health. 


Harmful 

substance 


f 


A substance which although 
not having any of the 
characteristic properties 
set out above may neverthe- 
less create a risk to the 
health or safety of any 
person in the conditions 
encountered at any site. 


Other 

dangerous 

substances 


• 

Dangerous 

substance 


Two or more dangerous 
substances having different 
classifications . 


Mixed 

hazards 


! 

• 






Dangerous 

substances 
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Note 1. 



Note 



Viscous preparations which comply with the conditions in Part III of 
Schedule 2 to the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous 

Substances Regulations 1984 shall not be required to be classified as 
flammable liquid. 

2. The flash point shall be determined in accordance with the method 
described in Part IV of Schedule 1 to the Classification, Packaging and 
Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 1984. 
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SCHEDULE 2 



Regulation 4(1) 



PARTICULARS TO BE INCLUDED IN A NOTIFICATION 

1. The name and address of the person making the notification. 

2. The full postal address of the site where a total quantity of 25 tonnes 
or more of dangerous substances is, or is liable to be, present, 

3. A general description of the nature of the business carried on or 
intended to be carried on at the site. 

4. A list of the classifications of any dangerous substances which are, or 
are liable to be, present. 

5. The date on which it is anticipated that a total quantity of 25 tonnes or 
more of dangerous substances will be present, or if they are already 
present, a statement to that effect. 
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SCHEDULE 3 



Regulation 4(1) and (3) 



SITES IN RELATION TO WHICH NOTIFICATION IS NOT REQUIRED 



1. Sites which are notifiable to the Executive in accordance with the 
Notification of Installations Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 
1982 ( a ) . 

2. Sites at which there is an industrial activity to which Regulation 7 of 
the Control of Industrial Major Accident Hazards Regulations 1984 ^) applies. 

3* Sites within the area of a harbour authority in relation to which 

Regulation 27 of the Dangerous Substances in Harbour Areas Regulations 198- ( c ) 
applies . 



4. Sites licensed for the disposal of waste under section 5 of the Control 
of Pollution Act 1974^ d) or operated by a disposal authority in accordance 
with section 11(2) of that Act. 

5. Sites at which there are substances assigned to Class 1 (within the 
meaning of the Classification and Labelling of Explosives Regulations 1983^ e )) 
for the purposes of those Regulations. 

6. Sites licensed for the keeping of substances under the Petroleum 
(Consolidation) Act 1928^ . 

7. Sites at which there is an activity notifiable under the Health and 
Safety (Dangerous Pathogens) Regulations 1981^). 

8. Sites licensed under section 1 of the Nuclear Installations Act 1965^ . 

9. Sites at which work with ionising radiation is undertaken if such work is 
notifiable to the Executive pursuant to Regulation 5 of the Ionising 
Radiations Regulations 198-, 



(a) 


S.I. 


1982/1357. 


(b) 


S.I. 


1984/1902. 


(c) S.I. -. 


(d) 


1974 


c.40. 


(e) 


S.I. 


1983/1140. 


(f) 1928 c . 32 


(g) 


S.I. 


1981/1011. 


(h) 


1965 


c.59. 
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REPEALS 


SCHEDULE 4 
AND ENABLING POWERS 


Regulation 8 


1 


2 


3 


4 




Acts 


Chapter 


Provisions 

repealed 


Enabling 

powers 


West Midlands 
County Council Act 
1980 


c.xi 


section 48 


section 


119(l)(a) 


Cheshire County 
Council Act 1980 


c .xiii 


section 57 


section 


no(i)(b) 


South Yorkshire Act 
1980 


c .xxxvii 


section 56 


section 


107 ( 1 ) (b) 


Tyne and Wear Act 1980 


c .xliii 


section 23 


section 


56 ( 1 ) (b) 


County of Kent Act 
1981 


c .xviii 


section 55 


section 


1 30 ( 1 ) ( b) 


Derbyshire Act 1981 


c .xxxiv 


section 27 


section 


64(1) 


Cumbria Act 1982 


c .XV 


section 30 


section 


66 ( 1 ) ( b) 


Hampshire Act 1983 


c .V 


section 15 


section 


84 ( 1 ) (b) 


County of 

Lancashire Act 1984 


c .xxi 


section 33 


section 


14 1 ( 1 ) (b) 
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DRAFT GUIDANCE NOTE 



A GUIDE TO THE DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES (NOTIFICATION AND MARKING OF SITES) 
REGULATIONS 198- 

INTRODUCTION 

1 These notes are intended to provide guidance to those who have to comply 
with the Dangerous Substances (Notification and Marking of Sites) Regulations 
198-. They should be read in conjunction with the Regulations which are 
reproduced at Appendix 2. 

2 Subject to certain exceptions, the Regulations require a person in 
control or an activity at a site in which the total quantity of dangerous 
substances is, or is liable to be, 25 tonnes or acre to notify the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE) of a short list of information. They also require a 
person in control to place signs warning of the presence or possible presence 
of 25 tonnes or more of dangerous substances. 

.j The principle aims of the Regulations are to ensure that:— 

(a) authorities responsible for enforcing the relevant statutory 

provisions of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 (HSW Act) 
and for carrying out functions under the Fire Services Act 1947 are 
in possession of information which will help them in defining 
priorities for carrying out their inspection programmes; 
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(b) firemen called to attend fires or other incidents are warned of the 
presence of dangerous substances at a site and of the nature of the 
hazards which those substances present, 

4 The Regulations represent an extension, in a simpler form, of the 
notification requirements introduced by the Notification of Installations 
Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982 and the introduction of marking 
requirements. The operation of the Regulations will be reviewed in due 
course . 



DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION BY THE HSE 

5 Information received by the HSE by virtue of the notification require- 
ments of these Regulations is 'relevant information' under the HSW Act, The 
disclosure of such information is governed by section 28 of the Act and its 
use restricted to purposes set out in that section. While the information 
required by Schedule 2 of the Regulations is limited, there are clearly safety 
aspects which are relevant to matters dealt with outside the remit of the HSE. 
Fire authorities need to take account of sites where dangerous substances are 
present. Authorities, other than the HSE, responsible for enforcing the 
relevant statutory provisions of the HSW Act at sites allocated to them under 
the Health and Safety (Enforcing Authority) Regulations 1977 also need to know 
about the presence of dangerous substances at such sites. It is the intention 
of the HSE to pass on details of notified sites to fire authorities and, where 
appropriate, to other enforcing authorities responsible for enforcing the HSW 
Act . 
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THE NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 



Duty Co notify 



6 No person in control of an activity in which 25 tonnes or more of 
dangerous substances are present or liable to be present at any one time at a 
site is allowed to undertake that activity unless he has notified the HSE of 
certain particulars. Schedule 2 of the Regulations lists tne particulars to 
be notified and paragraphs 32-37 below provide guidance on them. The HSE has 
not issued a special form for the purpose but notifications should be in 
writing and should be sent 5 - 

(a) m tne case of mines and quarries, to HM Senior District Inspector 
of Mines and Quarries for the District in which the mine or quarry 
is situated; 

(b) in all other cases, to the appropriate HSE Area Office. 

A list of addresses is given at Appendix 1. 

7 If at any time after a notification has been made there are significant 
changes to any particulars notified, those changes should also be notified. 
Significant changes would include, in particular, the permanent ending of the 
potential presence of dangerous substances at a site, as far as can be 
foreseen, eg where a business closes down and the site is to be vacated, or 
where a change in activity at a site results in the presence of dangerous 
substances being no longer required. They would also include a decision to 
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reduce the total quantity of all dangerous substances at a site to less than 
25 tonnes and to maintain it below 25 tonnes on a permanent basis® Any 
changes in the classification of dangerous substances at or liable to be at a 
site would also be regarded as significant and should be notified® 

8 It should be noted that the renotification requirement does not apply 
where , for example, a seasonal fluctuation in business or an activity causes 
the temporary ending of the presence of dangerous substances. Equally, it 
does nQ fc apply where the total quantity of dangerous substances at a site 
falls below the level of 25 tonnes for a temporary period. 

Activity 



9 ’Activity' is an all-embracing terra and includes storage, handling or use 
of dangerous substances at a site. This includes manufacturing of a 
substance, use in processing operations or in the manufacture of preparations, 
and non-manufacturing applications in service industries, laboratories etc., 
warehousing and transfer and re-distribution operations 

Site 

10 'Site' is defined in the Regulations, which apply to the land mass of 
Great Britain and inland waters, including all land above the low-water mark 
and most estuaries, natural harbours and certain bays. The definition, which 
follows exactly the definition of ’site’ in the Notification of Installations 
Handling Hazardous Substances Regulations 1982, is given in two parts. First, 
it relates to a land site and means any place under the control of a person 
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within the land mass of Great Britain. It applies to the whole area under 
that control, including any building, open ground, structure, pier, jetty or 
similar structure (whether floating or not). 

11 Secondly, it relates to a structure under the control of a person in 
inland waters, including, for example, any stationary ship, platform or 
similar structure which is used for storage, handling or process purposes. It 
should be noted that the Regulations do not apply to offshore installations in 
or beyond territorial waters or to pipe-lines not within a site as defined. 



Person in control 



12 The person responsible for making a notification to the HSE is the one 
who can be identified as having managerial control of the activity at a site 
and hence control also of dangerous substances present. In most cases the 
position will be clear but the HSE, at the appropriate Area Office, or 

District Office for mines and quarries, will be prepared to discuss and advise 
in cases of doubt. 

Dangerous substances 



13 A dangerous substance, including a preparation or mixture, is one which 
by reason of its characteristic properties creates a risk to the health and 
safety of any person when it is stored, handled or used, and has the potential 
to cause harm both on and off a site (eg if it is involved in a fire or other 
incident such as an uncontrolled release). Among risks created by the 
presence of a dangerous substance are those to firemen and other emergency 
personnel attending an incident. 
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14 For ease of identification the definition of dangerous substances in the 
Regulations is linked to substances which have been classified as dangerous 
for conveyance (eg flammable liquid; organic peroxide; dangerous when wet) 
under the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances 
Regulations 1984 and listed in the associated approved list entitled 
'Information Approved for the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of 
Dangerous Substances", The definition also includes other substances which 
have any of the characteristic properties set out in Schedule 1 of these 
Regulations, The list of characteristic properties and the associated 
classifications in that Schedule reflects substances which firemen and others 
need to know about when present at a site and is consistent with the list in 
Schedule 2 of the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous 
Substances Regulations 1984. 

Identifying dangerous substances 



15 Information of assistance in identifying dangerous substances and their 
classifications is available from a number of sources. These include 

(a) labels applied to receptacles or other packages as required mainly 
by the Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous 
Substances Regulations 1984. Labels applied for particular purposes 
(eg for the purposes of supply under the 1984 Regulations) will not 
necessarily bear symbols and information identical to the symbols 
and classifications set out in Schedule 1 of these Regulations. 
Useful information on the correlation between symbols and other 
information displayed on various labels is available in GN - 
(Storage of Packaged Dangerous Substances); 
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(b) hazard warning signs applied to road vehicles carrying dangerous 
substances as required by the Dangerous Substances (Conveyance by 
Road in Road Tankers and Tank Containers) Regulations 1981; 

(c) data sheets or other information available frost the manufacturer, 
importer or supplier in accordance with his duties under section 6 
of the HStf Act ; 

(d) information previously gathered in order to comply with the general 
duties placed on persons by sections 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the HSW Act. 

In cases where information of this nature is not available, the advice on 
establishing characteristic properties, including the most hazardous of the 
characteristic properties of a substance, and classifications set out in the 
approved code of practice on classification and labelling of dangerous 
substances for supply and/or conveyance by road associated with the 

Classification, Packaging and Labelling of Dangerous Substances Regulations 
1984 should be used. 

Estimate of quantity of dangerous substances at a site 

16 An estimate of the total quantity of dangerous substances present or 
liable to be present at a site does not have to be notified to the HSE. 
Nevertheless, a person in control will need to make an estimate in order to 
decide whether the site should be notified. 
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17 In making an estimate, account should be taken of the aggregate quantity 
of all dangerous substances actually present on a site or liable to be present* 
at any one time, Tnat quantity may arise from any one or more of the 
following 

(a) storage, manufacture, use or processing. For example, in a chemical 
plant, any quantities present in reaction vessels, mixing or 
purification plant as well as raw materials and finished product in 
storage should be taken into account; 

(b) simple handling or transfer operations such as in warehousing or 
wholesale and retail distribution; 

(c) vehicles used exclusively as storage vessels on site; 

(d) vehicles used exclusively for on-site transportation purposes. Any 
quantity such a vehicle is carrying is simply being moved from 
process to process or storage to storage on the site and should not 
be forgotten about. 

18 It is particularly important to bear in mind that the estimate should 
take account of dangerous substances liable to be present. At some sites, the 
quantity of dangerous substances may vary over a period because of seasonal 
demand or because the site is complex and has a number of processes or storage 
areas each of which has a quantity of dangerous substances which varies from 
day to day. In such cases, the estimate for deciding whether or not the site 
should be notified should be based on the maximum anticipated quantity. 
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19 There may also be some sites where the activity there involves handling 
range of products and may, at short notice, involve bringing onto the site a 
quantity of dangerous substances which will render the site notifiable. A 
person in control who expects to handle dangerous substances in this way 
should ensure that he anticipates this in his estimate, even though there may 
be a period of time when no dangerous substances, or less than 25 tonnes of 
dangerous substances, are present. 

20 It should be noted that a quantity being transported in a vehicle, 
vessel, aircraft or hovercraft to or from a site should not be taken into 
account. The division is therefore at the point of loading and unloading. 
Sometimes there may be doubt about whether certain loads should be included 
while being held prior to despatch or unloading. In general, if in doubt the 
quantity should be included in the estimate. If necessary in any particular 
case, advice should be sought from the appropriate HSE Area Office. 

Excluded sites 



21 Schedule 3 of these Regulations contains a list of sites to which the 
notification requirements of the Regulations do not apply. Any sites covered 
by the nine categories of sites listed are already known to the authorities 
responsible for enforcing the HSW Act at them and to the relevant fire 
authorities either directly through the legislative requirements referred to 
in the Schedule or as a result of administrative arrangements between the 
authorities involved. 
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TriE MARKING REQUIREMENTS 



Duty to mark 

22 No person in control of an activity in which 25 tonnes or more of 
dangerous substances are present or liable to be present at any one time at a 
site is allowed to undertake that activity unless he has placed signs at 
certain places to warn of the presence or possible presence of dangerous 
substances. The requirement to place signs is restricted to the normal access 
points at sites. 

23 Under this part of the Regulations, ’activity*, 'site*, ’person in 
control’ and 'dangerous substances’ have the same meanings as for the purposes 
of the notification requirements. The need to estimate the total quantity of 
dangerous substances, taking into account the maximum anticipated quantity, is 
also the same as that for notification purposes. 

24 It should be noted that the marking requirements apply to all sites where 

25 tonnes or more of dangerous substances are or are liable to be present. 

This may include sites which do not have to be notified under these 
Regulations (see paragraph 21). There are two exceptions to this (see 
paragraph 28), but these are related to specific classes of substances rather 
than to sites. 

Marking 

25 Signs should be placed at all normal access points to sites which contain 
or are liable to contain 25 tonnes or more of dangerous substances. Because 
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of the diversity of types and sizes of sites which are subject to the 
Regulations, the positioning of signs is deliberately left flexible. The 
objective is that marking of normal access points should be done in such ways 
that members of the emergency services arriving at a site to deal with an 
incident should be warned of the presence or possible presence of dangerous 
substances. Signs should therefore be placed in conspicuous positions, eg. at 
the entrances to fenced sites, on the external faces of buildings which are 
themselves sites adjacent to the normal points of entry or on any structures 

forming part of a site so long as the structures are close to and can be seen 
from access points. 



26 In order to meet the objective, signs should never be placed on doors or 
gates which usually remain open during the course of normal business. They 
should never be obscured, eg by stacks of materials or by parked vehicles or 
by scaffolding placed against buildings. They should be maintained in a 
condition which will ensure that members of the emergency services can see 
them and recognise the symbols and texts on them on arrival at a site. 

Specification of signs 



27 The signs to be used for warning of the presence or possible presence of 
dangerous substances are those described in Part 1 of British Standard 5378 
a :> given statutory backing by the Safety Signs Regulations 1980 (ie a warning 
sign with a triangular shape, edged in black with a yellow background, 
containing a symbol and incorporating or supplemented by a text). The symbols 
and texts to be shown on a sign required by these Regulations should be those 
appropriate to the characteristic properties and classification of the 
dangerous substances present, except in cases of mixtures of substances with 

different characteristic properties and classifications when the symbol and 
text for mixed hazards should be used. 
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Excluded substances 



28 Marking in relation to the presence of Class 1 explosives and radioactive 
substances is specifically excluded from the Regulations. This is because a 
marking system for explosives is being developed separately as part of the 
review of the Explosives Act 1875 and because marking for the presence of 
radioactive substances is covered by the Ionising Radiations Regulations 198-. 
The effect of this is that in some circumstances the warning signs required by 
the Dangerous Substances (Notification and Marking of Sites) Regulations 198- 
will be displayed alongside signs indicating the presence of Class 1 
explosives or radioactive substances. 



EXEMPTIONS 

29 The HSE may exempt individual activities or persons from the requirements 
of the Regulations. However, it is emphasised that the criteria for exemption 
are strict and exemption will be granted only where the health and safety of 
persons are not prejudiced. The HSE will consult other interested parties on 
any proposal for exemption and may attach conditions to any exemption granted. 

TRANSITIONAL PERIOD FOR COMPLIANCE WITH THE REGULATIONS 

30 The Regulations include a transitional period for existing sites and 
sites which begin operations within three months after the date of coming into 
operation of the Regulations. In both cases it will be open to persons in 
control to notify the HSE and place appropriate signs no later than three 
months after the Regulations come into operation. 
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REPEALS 



31 The Regulations repeal existing powers in local Acts for prescribing 
systems for sign marking in relation to the presence of dangerous substances. 
This is to ensure that there is only one system applicable throughout the 
country and that there will be no confusion because of a multiplicity of 
systems . 

PARTICULARS TO BE INCLUDED IN A NOTIFICATION 

32 Schedule 2 of the Regulations specifies the information required to be 
sent to the HSE in the notification of a site. Guidance on each item is given 
in the following paragraphs, 

33 Item 1. The name and address of the person making the notification. As 
pointed out in paragraph 12, the person who makes the notification is the one 
who can be identified as having managerial control of the activity at the 
site. The * person f may be a corporate body or company and it is in order for 
the notification to be made in that name. However, in such cases the name of 
an individual having responsibility for the activity at the site on behalf of 
the body or company should also be given, being an individual who may be 
contacted about the notification. Such an individual will be, for example, an 
appropriate director of the company, general manager, works manager etc. 

34 Item 2: The full postal address of the site where a total quantity of 25 

tonnes or more of dangerous substances is, or is liable to be present. What 
i&» required is the name and address of the operating company and any associate 

company or subsidiary company operating at the site over which the same person 
has control. 
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35 Item 3: A general description of the nature of the business carried on 



or intended to be carried on at the site. Simple details of the business at 
the site is all that is required for this item, 

36 Item 4: A list of the classif icat ions of any dangerous substan ces which 
are , or are liable to be, present. Persons in control should be aware of the 
classifications from information gathered when estimating the total quantity 
of dangerous substances present or liable to be present (see paragraphs 16 and 
17 above). Information gathered in order to meet the general duties in 
Sections 2, 3, 4 and 6 of the HS^ Act should also be available. In listing 
classifications, as far as possible account should be taken of any 
classifications which may be brought onto the site in future. 

37 Item 5: The date on which it is anticipated that a total quantity of 25 

tonnes or more of dangerous substances will be present, or if they are alr eady 
present „ a statement to that effect. Wnere activities in existence at the 
time of coming into operation of these Regulations already involve dangerous 
substances, an indication such as ’already commenced* is sufficient. For new 
sites or existing sites which will have activities involving a total quantity 
of 25 tonnes or more of dangerous substances for the first time, the planned 
or estimated date from which dangerous substances will be present should be 
given. 



45 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



APPENDIX 1 



(LIST OF HSE AREA OFFICES AND OF 
HM INSPECTORATE OF MINES AND 
QUARRIES DISTRICT OFFICES) 
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APPENDIX 2 



(COPY OF THE DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES (NOTIFICATION 
AND MARKING OF SITES) REGULATIONS 198-) 
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